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Government the opportunity which they were seeking.
Arising from the military occupation of that country,
many thousands of destitute Armenians were crowding
into the British lines. General Head-quarters had
difficulty enough in feeding the troops : to^ provide
rations for these uninvited guests was impossible, and
the Commander-in-Chief urged Egypt to relieve him
of their presence. But the Government had had its
fill of refugees and the troubles arising from their
charge. The Civil Service, weary of the fresh respon-
sibilities which war had brought, were determined
to add no more to the number. Their ranks were
thinned by the departure of the younger men to the
battle-field, and the capacity of sacrifice on the part
of the seniors was exhausted. The Government
definitely refused the Commander-in-Chief s appeal.
The reply surprised General Head-quarters : they
could hardly believe that Egypt would fail the Army
at this moment. It was not denied that she was within
her rights to decline the burden upon financial grounds.
Admittedly, the cost of maintaining many thousand
men, women, and children, become refugees from the
prosecution of a campaign in Palestine, was no legiti-
mate charge against her revenue, and had the Govern-
ment founded their refusal upon that argument alone,
no criticism would have been made. But the decision
was not based upon a question of money. The en-
thusiasm shown so vividly in January 1916, when the
Egyptian Government placed all their resources at the
disposal of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force, two
years later had evaporated. In part its disappearance
is traceable to the attitude of General Head-quarters,
who had come gradually to look upon British members
of the Civil Service as so many subordinate staff
officers. In the military mind it was for the soldier
to order and the civilian to obey, and the almost
contemptuous indifference displayed by the Army for